Claims 1-27 (cancelled) 

Claim 20 (Curremiy Amended) A compound of formufe ! 



wherein 

X is oxygen csr Ha; 
Y is »CRR' - in which 

R and R' are independehtly hydrogen, optioilafiy sulsstltuted alkyi, araiky! or 

h^eroaraikyi; 

Ria is hydrogen, optionally substUuied aikyi, cycioalKy!, alkeny!, alkynyi, ary!, arafkyl, 
heterocyciyi or hetefx>aralScyl provided that R13 is not 9H-5^rbazo!''2-yl or 9H-fiuoren-2-yf 
when R2 Is methyl, m is zero or an integer of 1, n Is zero, X is H2 and Rit„ R3, R4 and R5 
are hydrogen; 

Rib is hydrogen, optionaSly substituted aikyi, araikyl, heteroaralkyi, apyl or heteroary! 

m i s an i nt e g e r of 1 , n Is zerQ and-y- is -^^RR'- i n v i rfilsh- R ^ or Ri ^-^ 

no t hydro ge n w h e n R^ a-af^^g-are hydrogeM ^ is b e nzyl or 3 , 3 "d in:i e|j^yta%4rX'^a4'Wffl 

R^s and Ri!3 combined are alkylene whlcii tsken together with the carbon atom to which 
they are attached form a 3- to 6^7^embered ring; 

R2 is R6-(CHR7)i3- in which 

Rg is optionaHy substituted alkyf, cycloalkyi, aryl or heterocyciyi; 

Rv is hydrogen, optionafiy substituted alkyi, aryi, heteroary! or aralkyi; 

p is zero or an integer from 1 to 4; 

R3 and R4 are independently hydrogen, halogen, optionaiiy substituted aikyi, aryi or 

heteroary or 

R4-C may be replaced by nitrogen; 

R5 is hydrogen, optionaiiy substituted aikyi, aryl, heteroar^'i, araikyi or heteroaraikyi; 
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m and n are each n 



iyzero 




or a pharmaceuticaliy acceptable salt therecsf; or a diastemomer thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical isomer thereof ; or a mixture of optical Isomers thereof. 

Ciaini 28-30 (Cancefted). 

CiaiJT^ 31 (Currently Amended) A compound according to claim 28^-of formula lA 



wherein 

:X is oxygen or H^; 

Ri3 Is lower alkyL stryl or heteroaryl provided that Ria is not 9H-carbazol-2-yi or 9H- 
fluor8n-2-yi when Rg Is methyl, p is zero, X is H2, and R<fc, R3. R4 and Rs are hydrogen; 

Rib is hydrogen, lower B\kyi, araikyi or heteroaralkyl; 

Rg is cyciosikyi, aryl or heteroaryi; 
R7 is hydrogen or lower ali<;yi; 
p is zero or an integer of 1 or 2; 

R3, R4 and Rs are hydroger^; 

or a pharmaceuticaliy acceptable salt thereof; or a dlastereomer thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or sn optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optieai isomers thereof, 

Ciaim32 (Previously Presented) A compound according to claim 31 wherein 

R-is is monocyclic aryl; 

Rib is hydroger). iower aikyi or aralkyi; 

or a pharmsceuticsily acceptable salt thereof; or a dlastereomer thereof or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical isomer thereof; or s mixture of optical isomers thereof 

Claim 33 (Previously Presented) A compound according to claim 32 of formula 18 
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wherein 



X is oxygen orHj; 

Rtb is hydrogen, lower aiky! or aralkyl; 
Rs is cycloalkyl aryi or heteroaryl; 
Rr fsJiydrogen or lower aikyS; 
p is zero or an integer of 1 or 2; 

Rs, Rg and Rio are independently hydrogen, hydroxy, habgen, cyano, nstro, 
trinuommethyi, optiqnaliy substiiuted afkyi, cycloaSkyl, optidnaHy substituted amino, 
aiKpxy, alkylthiOi qarboxy, sulfonyi, carbamoyl, aryl, aryloxy, asyitNIo or hetsrocyclyl; 

or a pKamiaeeiitlcsiily acceptable salt thereof; or a diastereomer theredf; or a mixture of 
diastereomers theri^f; or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optica! isomers ihereol 

Ciaim 34 {Previously Presented) A compoiind according to clainii 33 of wiierein 

X Is oxygen or Hj; 

Rit, Is hydrogen, lovs^r sikyi or aral^yl; 
Rs Is cycioalicyl, aryf or heteroary!; 
Rr Is hydrogen or iower alkyi; 
p is an Integer of 1; 
Rg is hydrogen; 

Rg is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or trifluorometiiyi; 

Rto is halogen, cyano or tnfluorome&iyl; 

sr a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof; or a tJiastereomer thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical isomers thereof. 

Claim 35 (Pravlously Presented) A cornpound according to daim 34 wherein 
X is oxygen; 
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or 3 pharmaceuticaliy e^cceptabie salt thereof; or a diastereomer thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical Isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical isomers Ihereof. 

Claim 36 {Previously Presented) A compound accorcJing to ciasm 34 wherein 

Re is C3,«cyctoafkyi, monocyciic ary§ or morsocydic heteroaryl; 

0" a pnarmaceuticaliy acceptable sait thereof; or a diastersorrier thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or ar^ optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical Isomers thereof. 

Claim 37 (Previously Presented) A compound according to ciaim 34 wherem 

Rio Is located at the 3-positfon; 

or a phamiaceuticaliy acceptable ss!t thereof, or a diastereomer thereof; or a r^ilKture of 
diastereomers thereof, or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical isomers thereof. 

Claim 38 (Currently Amended) A compound according to claim 28 which is selected from: 

4-{7-Cyclopropylmethyl-6-ox0-5,6J,8-tetrahydro-innidazo[1,5--a|pyrazin-5"yl^ 

4-(7-jVtethyl-6~oxO"5,6J,8-tetrahydro4midazo(1,6-a|pyra2tn-5-yi)-^ 

4-(7-Benzyl-6'OXO-5,8J,8-tetrahydro-imidazon.5-a]pyr8zin-5-yl)-benzon!triie; 

4-(7-Aiiyl-6-oxo-5,6J,8-tetrahydro-!midazoi1,5-a]pyrazin-5-y!)-b8n2onitrile; 

4-{6-Qxo-7i3ropyhS,8,7,8«tetrahydro~imidazD[1,5-a]pyrazin-5-yl)-t:®nzonitr!^ 

4-{7-iscpropyl-6-oxo-5,6J,S4etrahydro-lmldazo[1,5-3lpyr8i^sn-5-yl)-benzonitrlie; 

4H7i2K4-Fluoro-phenyl)-ethy!]"6~oxo-5,5J,8-tetrahydro4midazo(1,5-a|pyrazln-5-yl}-benzonltrite- 

4-[7-{3-Morphol!n-4-y]-propyl)-6-oxo-5,67,8-tetrahydro-imidazoC1,5-a]pyrazln-5-yl]-benzonitri^ 

?-(4-Metnoxy-bsnzy[)-S-(44hsophen-3-yi-pheriyi)'7.8-d:hydro-lmidazo[1,5-a^ 

4-|7-(4-Methyi-benzyi)-6--oxo-5,6,7,8-tefe'ahydro-imidazo|1,5-a]pyrazin-5-yi)-benzonitri!e; 

4-[7~(4-C.hloro-b8nzyO-6-oxo-5,6,7,8-te&-ahydro-imidazon,5-a]pyt^zin-5-yj}-benzonitrile; 

4-[6~Oxo-7-{4-trifluoromethyi-benzyl)- 5,6,7,8-tetr3hydro-imidazo[1,5-a]pyrazin-5-yl)-benzo 

nitjile; 

4-f6-Oxo-7-(3-methyi-benzyl)-5,6,7,84etrahydro-imidazo[1,5-a]pyrazfn~5-yl)-benzonitri!e; 

4-|6~Oxo-7-{4-fiuorO"be!^zyl)- 5,6,7,8-tetrahydro-imida2o[1,5-a]pyrazin-5-yi)-benzonltrile; 
4-16-0x0-7 -(3-trifluoromethyl-benzyf)- 5,6,7,8-t8trahydro-lr7iidazo|1,5-a]pyrazin-6-yl)-benzonitril8; 
4-[6-Oxo-7'(3, 4-dichloro-befizyl)~ 5,5,7,84etrahydro-smjdazo[1,5-a]pyraz5n-5-yl)~benzonjtr!!e; 



4-(7-Cydopropyl~6-oxo-5,6,7,8~tetrahydro-imid3ZO[1,5-a|pyrazin-5-yi)-benzonitriie; 

4-{7-Cyciohexy;-6~oxo-5;67,S4etrahydro-irn!dazo[1,5-a|pyrazin-5-yrhbenzonitriie: 

4-(7-Cyciopeniyi-6-oxo-5,67,84etrahydro-imidazo[1,5-a]pyrazin-5"yl)-benzonltrHe; 

4-[7K2~yethoxyethyi)-6-oxo-5,6J,8-tetrahydro~imidazo[1.5'ajpyrazfn-5-yifbenzonitrife; 

4-f7-{34vtethoxypropyl)-6-oxo-5,67,84etrahydro-imid32on,5-a]oyra^ 

4- (6-Oxo~7-pyrldin~4-yimethyl~5,6J,8-tetrahydro~!midazo[i,5-a]pyr8zin-5-y!)-benzoni^^^^ 
7-BenzyS-5-phenyl-7,8-dihydrO"imidazo{1,5-a]pyrazin-6-one: 
7-M8thy[--5~phenyl-7,8-dihydro-imldazo[1,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

5- (4-Bromo-phenyi)-7-methyi-7,8-<:^iHydro-imidazo|;i,5-ajpyraz!n-6-one; 
5-(4-Bromo-phenyi)-7-{4-methoxy-benzyi)-7,8-dihydro4m!dazo|1,5-a]pyrazln-S-on8; 
5-(4-Sromo-phenyi)'-7-cyGiopropyimethy!~7,8-dlhydro-imidazo(1,5-a]pyraz^ 
7-3enzyl-5-(4-bromo~phsnyl)-7,8-dihydro-!niid3zo[1.5-a]pyra25n--6~one; 
5-(4-Bromo-phenyl)~7-(4-ch;oro-benzyl)-7,6~dihydro-imidazori,5-3]pyrazin-6-one; 
5i"4-8romo-phenyO-7-{4-tr!fluoromethyi'benzyl)-7,8-dihydro-imidaso[1,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 
5-(4-3rorno-phenyl)-7-(4-methoxy-phenyl)7,8-dihydro-;midazo[1,5-a|pyra2 
5-(4-Brorno-phenyl)-7-{4-^yoro-phenethyi)-7,8-dihydro-im!dazo[1,5-a]pyrazin-6~one; 
5-(4-BrGmoi3hsnyi)-7-<4-fiyoro-benzyf)-7,8-<j;ihydro-imtdazo[1,5-a]py 
5~(3~Bromo-phenyi)-7-methyl-73-dihydroHm!dazo[1,5-a]pyrazln-6-one; 
5--(3-Bromo-phenyi)-7-cyclohexy!-7.8-dfhydro-imidazo|1,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 
5-(3-Brorno-phenys)-7-(4"rnethoxy-phenyl)-7,8-d!hydro-imidazo[1,5-ajpyrazin-6-one; 
5-(3-8romo-phenyl)-7-cyc!opropyimethyh73-dihydro-imidaz:ol1,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 
7-Benzy!-6-(3-brorYio-phenyi)7,8-dihydro-im!dazo[1,5--a]pyraz!n--6--one; 
5-{3-Bromo~phenyl)-7-(4~fr3ethoxy-.b©nzyl)-7,8-dlhydro-imidazo[1,5--a]pyrazin-6-one; 
5-(3-Bromc^'phenyi)-7-(4-fluoro-b6nzyO-7,8-dihydro-imida2o[1,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 
5-(3-Bromo-phenyl)7-(4-c:hloro-ben2y!)-7,8-dihydroHmidazo[1,5'a|pyrazm-6-o^n^^ 
5-(3-Bromo-phenyl)7-(4-m6thyl-benzyi)--7,8-dihydro-imida2on,5-ajpyrazin-S-one; 
5-(3-Bromo-phenyl)~7~(44r!fluorornethy!-benzy!)-7,8-dihydro-if-nfdazo[1,5-a]pyraz!n-6-one; 
5-(3-Bromo-pn8nyl)7-(34rrfkjoromethy!-benzyO-7,8-djhydrcHm!dszo[1,5-ajpyraz; 
5-(3-Bromoi5hsnyi)-7-(3-fiuoro-beRzyl)-7,8<lihydm-^mfdaEO[1,5'^^ 
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5-(3-Bromo-phenyi)-7-{3-methy(-benzy!)-7,8-ciihydro-im!dazo[1,5~s]pyraz!n-5-one; 

5-(3-Bromo~phenyl)-7-{phenethyi)-7,8-cii^y<^ro-imidazo! 1 , S-sjpyi'azin-S-one; 

5-(3-8romo-phenyi)-7-(4-msthoxy-phenethyl)-7,8-dihydro-imidazon,5-aipyrszin~6-one; 

5-{3-Bromo-phenyt)~7-{4"Chioro-phenethyl)-7,8-dihydro-imfdazo[1,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

5'{3-Bronv^-phenyi)~7~(3<;hioro-phenethyi)-7,8-d}hydro-imidazo[1,5-a]pyrazin 

5H3-Bromo-phQnyl)~7-(4-methy[-phenelhyi)-73-dihydro-im!dazo[1,5-a]pyrazln--6-one; 

5K3-8romo-pheny])~7-(4~ffu<:K'o-phenethy!)~7,8-d!hydro-5niidazo[1,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

5-C3-Bromo-pbenyl)-74hlophen-2-y!methyl-7,8-dihydro4niidazo[1,5-alpyrazin 

5H;3-Bromo-ph8nyi)-7-furan-2-ylmethyl-7,S-dihydro-imida2o[1,5-alpyrazin-S~one; 

5~(3-8romo-phenyi)-74hicphen-3-ylmethyi-7,8-dihydro-sm!dazo|;i,5-ajpyra2in-e-one; 

5^(3-8romo-phenyl)-7-furan'3'yimethyi-7,SHiihydro~imidazQf1,5-ajpyr^^^ 

5-(3-Sromo-phenyi)-7-pyridin-3-ylni8thyl'7,8-dihydro-irrisdazo[1,S-a|pyraz!n-6-one; 

5-(3-Sromo-ph8nyi)-7-pyridin-2-ylrn6thyi-7,8-dihydro--inisdazo[1,5-aJpyra2in-6-cne, 

5"(3-Bromo-pt^enyl)-7-pyr!din-4'ylmethyi-7,8Hdihydro-)mtdazo[1 ,5-a]pyrazln-6-one; 

5-(3-Brorno-ph9ny[)-7-cyclohexylmethyi-7,S-dihydro-imidazo[1,5-ajpyrazin-6-0!ie: 

445-(3-Sromo-phenyi)-6-oxo-5,6-dihydro-8H-imidazo[1,5-a]pyrazin-7-yiniethyi]-pip8ndi,^^ 
csrboxyiic acid f-i>utyi ester. 

5-{3-Bromo-phenyj)-7-ptpendin'4'yim8thyi-7.8-dihydroHrri5dazo[1,5~a]pyraz 
(.R)-5-p-8romo-phenyi)-7-((R)~1~phenyi-ethyi)-7, S-dEhydro-lmidazon.S-ajpyrazin-e-one; 
(S)~5-(3~Bromo-ph§nyO-7~({R)-1-phenyi-ethyl)-7, 8-dihydro-imidazo[1,5-a]pyrazin-€Hone; 
(.R)-5-{3-8rorriG-phenyl)-7-((S)-1-phenyi-ethyl)-7, 8-djhydrc-imidazo[1,5-alpyrszin-6-one; 
(S)-5-(3-Bromo~phenyi)-7-((S)-1 -pheny!-sthy!)-7, 8-dihydro-imida2o[1 ,5-a]pyrazin-6 -one; 
{R)-5-(4-8romo~phenyl)-7-((R)-1 -phenyl-ethyl)-7, 8-dshydro-imidazo|[1 ,5-a]pyrazin-6-or!e; 
(S)-5-(4-Bromo-phenyi)-7-((/?)-1 -ph&nyl-ethyl)-7, 8-dlhydro-imida20{1 ,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 
(,R)-5-{4-Brorr!o-phenyi)-7-((S)'1~phenyl"ethyl)-7, S-dihydro-lmldazoflS-alpyrazln-e-one; 
(S}-5-(4-8romo-phenyl)-7-((S)-1-phenyi-etliyl}-7, 8-dihydro-imidazo[1,5-alpyrsi^in-6-one; 
4-[(R)-6-Oxo-7K(S)-1-phenyi-ethyl)-5,6734etrahydro~lrTilda20[15-a]pyrazirv5-yl]-benzon!trile; 
4-[(S>6■Oxo■-7■■(^S)-1-pheny^-ethyl)~5,6J,84etrahyd^o-j^^idazo(1,5-a|py^azin"^^^ 
7-Senzy!-7,8-dihydro-!m3dazof1:,6-a|pyrazin'6-pf5s; 
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7~(4~FluoFO~ben2yl)-7,8-dihydro-lrrsida2ori,5--a]pyrazln--6--one; 

3-(7~Benzyi-6-oxo~5,6J,848trahydro-5mida2:o[t,5-ajpyraz!n-5"yO 

3-[7-C4--M8thyl~berizyl)-6-oxo-5,6;73*t8trahydrc^^ 

3-|7-(4-Fboro-ben2yl)-6-oxo-5,67,84strahydro-im!da20|1,5-a]pyrazln-5-y^^ 

3-|7-(4-Chloro-b©ni2yl)-6-GXO-5j6,7,B4etrahydro4m[dazo|1^,^ 

347-(4-Methd)ty-benzyi)-6~0)cd-5,6J,^ 

3-(7-Phfen@tHyi-S-oxo-5,8 J ,84etrahydro-sm!d3zo|1 ,5-a|pyfazm^ 

3- (7-GydopFdpylmethyi-6'OXO~5,6J,8»tetrshydroHmida2Q[1,5-^^ 
5-(4'-Cilori3-biphenyH-yl)-7H(4-methox^^ 
7-(4-f\/tethoxy~b8n2y 1 )-5-(44h io phen3-yl-ph8nyl)-T, 8-di hydro-i m 
7-Cyciopropylmelhyl-5-(44hiophen-3-yl-phenyO~7=8-dihydro-imida^on 
7-Benzyi-5-(4'-fluoro-bipl^nyi-3-yf)-7,a-d:ihydro-imld 
S-Biphenyl-4-y!-7~(4~fluoro-benzyl)-7,SH:iihydro-tmi , 5-a|py raz[n~6-one: 
7-Benzyl-5-biphenyl-3-yl-7,8-dfhydroHmsdazb[1,6^^^^ 
Methyi4"{7-benzyi-6-Qxo-5,6J,84etrahydro-im 

4- (7TBenzyi-S-melhy!-6-oxQ-^S.6,7,S-tetrahydro-imidazc^^ 

5- (4'-Bromo-phenyl)-7-cycfopropy!methyl-5-methy!-7,8-drhydro-smidazd^ 

5-(3-8romq-phenyl)"7'Cydopropyimethyl-5-methyl-7,8-dihydro4midazp 

5K4-8rornO'pheny|)-7-(4-fluom-b©izyf)-5'm 

4.[7-(4.FSuoro<'benzyi)-6-^e0iyi'6-oxo-5,Sv7,S-t^^^ 
beozonltdle; 

4- ((R)-7-[(S)-l-(4-Fluoro-j>henyl}-6tbyl]-5-methyi-6-^xo-5,6J,84etrahydro-lmidaz^ 

5- yl)-benzonltriie; 

4- ^($)-7-[(S)-1-(4-Fiuoro-phenyl)-ethy[]-5-rnethyl-6-oxo-5,6J,84etrahydro4mld32o|1,5"alp^^ 
5»yl}-benzGnitnie; 

5- 8ersyl-5-(4-bromo-phenyl)-7-{4-fiuofo-PenzyO-7.8-dihydro-smidazof1,5-a]pyra2in-^ 
4-(5,7-Dibenzyi"6-oxo-5,e,7,8-tetrahydro-imida2o[1,5-a]pyrazfo-5-y!)-beiizonitriie; 
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4-(5-Benzyi-7-cycSGpropylmethyl-6-oxo-5,6J,84etrahydro-fmida2:o[1,5-a]pyr3zm-5-yi)- 
benzonitnie; and 

6-(4~Bromophenyl)-7-(4-metho){y-benzvO-5,6,7,8~tetrahydro-imidazo{1,5-a|-pyra^!ne; 



or a pharn-jaceuticaily acceptabie salt thereof; or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixturs of opticai 

isomers thereof. 



Claim 39 (Previously Presented) A method for the snhlbilion of aldosterone synthase 
activity In mammals which method com.prises administering to a rnammai In need thereof a 
therapeuticaliy effective amount of a compound of claim 28. 



Cfaim 40 {Previously Presented) A method for ti^e prevention and/or treatment of 
cQr^ditit>rts associated with aldosteror^e synthase activity in mamrriate whleh method cdmprises 
administering to a vi\mma\ m need thereof a therapeuticaiiy effective amdiint of a compound of 
Claim 28. 



Giaira 41 {Previously Presented) The method according to claim 40, which method 
comprises administering said compound ir^ combination vwth a therapeaticaily elective amount 
of anti-obesity agent, anti-hypertensive agent, inotropjc agent or hypolipidemic agent. 

Ciaim 42 {Previously Presertted) A method for the treatment of hypokalemia, 
hypertension, congestive heart faiiure, atherosclerosis, coronary heart diseases and post 
myocardiai infarction, which method comprises administering to a mammal in need thereof a 
therapeuticaiiy effective amount of a compoiind of ciaim .28. 

Ciaim 43 (Previousiy Presented) A method for the treatment of restenosis, increased 
formation of coilagen, fibrosis, and remodeiing fofiowing hypertension and endotheliai 
dysfunction, vs^^ich method compnses administering to a mammal In need thereof a 
therapeutically effective amount of a compound of ciaim 28. 

Ciaim 44 (Preyiousiy Presented) A method for the treatment of renal failure and 
nephropathy, which method comprises administering to a mammal in need thereof a 
therapeutically effective amount of a compound of claim 28, 



Claim 45 (Prevlousiy Presented) A method for the treatment of syndrome X and 
obesity, which method comprises administsnng to a mammal in r^eed thereof a therapeuticaiiy 
effective amount of a compound of claim 28, 

Claim 46 (Previously Presented) A piiarmaceutical composition comprising a 
therapeuticaily effective amount of a compound of claim 28 in combination w\ih one or rriore 
pharraaceutfcaily acceptable Gamers. 

Claim 47 (Previousiy Presented} A phamiaceutical composition according to claim 
4$ for tiie treatment of hypokaiemia. hypertension, congestive heart failure, atherosclerosis, 
coronary heart diseases, post myocardial infafction, restenosis, increased formation of 
collagen, rsbrosis, remodeling foiiowing hypertension and endothelial dysfunction, renal failure, 
nephropathy, syndrome X and obesity. 

Claim 48 (Previously Presented) A pharmaceutical compositior^ comprising 3 
thsrspsuticaliy effective amount of a compound of claim 28 in combination Vv'iih a therapeutically 
effective amount of anti-obesity agent, anti-hypertensive agent, inotropic agent or hypolipidemic 

agent. 

Claim 49 (Previously Presented) A pharmaceisticai composition according to clafm 
48 for the treatment of hypokalemia, hypertension, congestive heart faiiiire, atherosclerosis, 
coronary heart diseases, post myacardial infarction, restenosis, incrsased formation of 
collagen, fibrosis, remodeling foliov»?sng hypertension and i^ctheiiai dysfunGtioh, renal failure, 
nephropathy, syndrome X and obesity. 
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